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Abstract—The article “M = [ [I(t) + E(t) + C(t)] dt : The Gorkhaland Movement as the Integral of Unresolved Identity,
Economic, and Cultural Grievances” proposes a novel theoretical framework for analyzing protracted sub-national movements.
It argues that the decades-long Gorkhaland agitation in the Darjeeling hills of India cannot be understood through a singular lens
of ethnic nationalism or political aspiration. Instead, the movement (M) is conceptualized as the historical integral—the
accumulated sum over time—of three dynamically interacting and mutually reinforcing streams of grievance: Identity (I(t)),
Economic (E(t)), and Cultural (C(t)). The paper demonstrates that while the demand for a separate state is framed in political-
administrative terms, its persistence is fueled by the continuous and unresolved nature of these core grievances. The identity
grievance (I(t)) stems from a distinct Nepali-Indian (Gorkha) identity seeking political recognition beyond the state of West
Bengal. The economic grievance (E(t)) is rooted in perceived systemic neglect, underdevelopment, and a lack of local control
over resources like tea and tourism. The cultural grievance (C(t)) involves threats to linguistic preservation and cultural practices.
By treating these not as static factors but as functions of time (t) that intensify, diminish, and interact in response to state policies
and historical events, the model explains the movement’s cyclical nature and enduring resonance. The article concludes that a
sustainable resolution requires addressing not just the political demand for statehood, but the definitive resolution of this

integral—the underlying calculus of identity, economy, and culture that has defined the Gorkhaland movement for over a century.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The demand for a separate state of Gorkhaland in the northern region of West Bengal is one of India's most protracted and
complex sub-national movements. To the casual observer, it manifests as periodic eruptions of violent agitations, political rallies,
and prolonged bandhs (strikes) that paralyze the picturesque Darjeeling hills. Conventional political analysis often reduces it to
a simple ethnic separatist struggle of the Gorkha people (a collective term for various Nepali-speaking communities) against the
Bengali-dominated state government of West Bengal. However, such a reductionist view fails to capture the profound and layered
historical depth of the movement. The Gorkhaland movement is not a linear conflict but a cumulative, integral function of three
interdependent and time-varying grievances: Identity (I), Economy (E), and Culture (C). The equation M = [ [I(t) + E(t) + C(t)]
dt posits that the movement's total magnitude (M) is the historical integral—the accumulated area under the curve—of the
continuous and unresolved struggles over Identity, Economy, and Culture. Each factor is a function of time (t), evolving with
historical events, political shifts, and social changes, and their summation over time, rather than their isolated instances, explains

the movement's persistent and resurgent nature.
LI. DECONSTRUCTING THE EQUATION: THE TRIPARTITE FOUNDATION OF DISCONTENT

The mathematical metaphor of an integral is apt for understanding Gorkhaland. An integral calculates the total accumulation of
a quantity over an interval. A single moment of economic neglect or a solitary instance of cultural slight does not, by itself, create
a sustained demand for statehood. It is the relentless, daily experience of these slights, their compounding over decades—even

centuries—that forges a collective political will for separation. The integral signifies that the movement's energy is drawn from
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a vast reservoir of historical grievance, and every new incident, rather than being a novel event, simply adds to this pre-existing
and overflowing reservoir. The factors I(t), E(t), and C(t) are not independent variables; they are deeply entangled. Economic
marginalization (E) fuels a sense of political disenfranchisement and second-class citizenship (I), which in turn threatens the
preservation of a distinct linguistic and cultural heritage (C). This tripartite nexus forms the core of the Gorkha experience within
West Bengal.

II. THE IDENTITY VARIABLE, I(T): THE HISTORICAL QUEST FOR POLITICAL SELF-
DETERMINATION

The identity grievance, I(t), is rooted in the fundamental question of belonging and political recognition. The history of the
Darjeeling region is distinct from that of the Bengal plains. Until the early 19th century, it was consecutively under the rule of
the Sikkimese Chogyal and the Gorkha Kingdom of Nepal. The Anglo-Gorkha War (1814-1816) concluded with the Treaty of
Sugauli, which ceded the territories between the Mechi and Teesta rivers to the British East India Company. The British,
recognizing the region's potential for tea cultivation and its strategic value as a sanatorium, developed Darjeeling by importing
large numbers of labourers from Nepal and the Sikkim Himalayas. This created a distinct demographic reality: a predominantly
Nepali-speaking population in the hills, culturally and ethnically separate from the Bengali-speaking populace of the plains. This
demographic and historical distinctness is the bedrock of the identity claim.

The identity variable began its accumulation immediately after Indian Independence. The critical juncture was the inclusion of
Darjeeling into the state of West Bengal in 1947, despite proposals for its merger with Assam or even the creation of a separate
"Gorkhasthan" administrative unit. From the Gorkha perspective, this was an administrative imposition by the Bengali political
elite that disregarded their unique history and aspirations. The period saw the rise of the first political organizations, like the
Akhil Bharatiya Gorkha League (ABGL), which articulated a demand for autonomy within the Indian union. The identity
struggle intensified with the rise of sub-national movements across India in the 1980s. The charismatic leadership of Subash
Ghisingh and his Gorkha National Liberation Front (GNLF) weaponized this historical alienation. The GNLF's agitation in the
mid-1980s was brutal and widespread, leading to the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC) accord of 1988. However, the
DGHC, while granting a degree of autonomy, fell far short of statehood. For many, it was a co-option of the movement that
failed to address the core identity issue: being a political minority in a majoritarian state. The identity variable, I(t), thus continued
to accumulate, as the DGHC was widely perceived as inefficient, financially constrained, and ultimately subservient to the state
government in Kolkata.

The resurgence of the movement in the 2000s under Bimal Gurung's Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM) was a direct result of this
unresolved identity calculus. The state government's attempt to impose Bengali as a compulsory language in schools across West
Bengal in 2017 was a potent negative input into I(t). For the Gorkhas, for whom the Nepali language is the very core of their
identity and is included in the Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution, this was perceived as a direct cultural assault and a
stark reminder of their political powerlessness within the state. This incident demonstrates how cultural and identity grievances
are inseparable. The subsequent agitation led to a 104-day strike, one of the longest in the region's history, and resulted in the
formation of the Gorkhaland Territorial Administration (GTA). Like the DGHC before it, the GTA has failed to quell the demand
for statehood, serving only to add another layer of historical proof to the argument that autonomy within West Bengal is an
insufficient solution to a fundamental identity problem. The work of scholars like Lama (1996) and Middleton (2013) extensively
documents how this perceived political subjugation and the failure of successive administrative arrangements have cemented a

collective Gorkha identity defined in opposition to the West Bengal state apparatus.

III. THE ECONOMIC VARIABLE, E(T): THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF A PLANTATION
HINTERLAND

If identity provides the ideological fuel for Gorkhaland, the economic variable, E(t), provides the tangible, daily evidence of
neglect and exploitation that sustains it. The economy of the Darjeeling hills is a classic example of a colonial-era extractive

economy that has transitioned into a post-colonial era of structured underdevelopment. The British established the tea industry
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in the mid-19th century, creating a system where the land, the capital, and the profits were controlled by absentee planters (first
British, now often off-site Indian corporations), while the local Gorkha population provided the cheap, manual labour. This
created a permanent plantation proletariat, a socio-economic structure that persists to this day. The work of sociologist Sarit K.
Chaudhuri and others highlights how the tea garden management systems have changed little over time, with workers living in

abysmal conditions in labour lines, suffering from malnutrition, and possessing limited upward mobility.

The economic grievance is multi-faceted. First, there is the direct exploitation of the tea workers. Despite Darjeeling tea
commanding some of the highest prices in the world international markets, the workers remain among the most impoverished.
Their wages, though periodically revised, have historically been a point of intense conflict, and their dependence on plantation-
provided amenities (housing, water, rations) creates a system of neo-bondage. Periods of closure for tea gardens, such as the
crisis in the early 2000s that affected several estates, lead to starvation deaths, further entrenching the narrative of abandonment
by both the plantation owners and the state government. Second, there is the issue of revenue drainage. A significant portion of
the profits generated from Darjeeling's three primary industries—tea, tourism, and timber—is siphoned out of the hills. The tea
companies are headquartered in Kolkata or elsewhere; the major hotels and tour operators are often owned by non-local capital;
and the revenue from these enterprises flows to the state exchequer in Kolkata. From the local perspective, Darjeeling is a cash
cow for the West Bengal government, which then returns a pittance for the region's development. This creates a pervasive sense
of being an internal colony.

Third, and crucially, is the grievance of systematic underdevelopment and a lack of alternative economic opportunities. The
youth of the hills face immense unemployment. Government job opportunities are scarce, and there is a pervasive belief that
they are discriminated against in state-level appointments in favour of candidates from the plains. The private sector, beyond
tourism and tea, is virtually non-existent. The region suffers from crumbling infrastructure—poor roads, unreliable electricity,
and inadequate healthcare facilities—especially when compared to investment in the plains. Every potholed road, every power
cut, and every closed hospital is read not as an administrative failure but as a deliberate act of neglect by a distant government
that cares little for its hill citizens. This daily experience of economic marginalization, E(t), is continuously integrated into the
collective consciousness, providing a powerful, materialist argument for self-rule. The demand for Gorkhaland is, in this
economic sense, a demand for control over local resources, for the profits of Darjeeling tea and tourism to be reinvested in
Darjeeling, and for the creation of an economic future that is not circumscribed by the colonial legacy of a plantation hinterland.
Economic reports from the Centre for Development and Peace Studies and narratives collected by researchers like Besky (2013)

in her work on the tea industry consistently underscore this link between economic despair and political mobilization.

IV. THE CULTURAL VARIABLE, C(T): LANGUAGE, SYMBOLISM, AND THE "INDIAN
GORKHA" DILEMMA

The cultural variable, C(t), is perhaps the most sensitive and emotionally charged component of the integral. For the Gorkha
people, culture—centred on the Nepali language, Hinduism with unique syncretic traditions, and a shared martial history—is the
bedrock of their identity. However, this cultural distinctness has been a source of both pride and vulnerability within the Indian
nation-state. The grievance stems from a long history of being misidentified and stigmatized as "foreigners" in their own country.
Because their phenotypical features and language are similar to those of Nepali citizens, Indian Gorkhas have historically faced
discrimination and the ubiquitous slur of being "outsiders" or "immigrants" in other parts of India. This existential anxiety about
their place in India is a powerful driver of the movement, as a separate state of Gorkhaland is seen as the ultimate affirmation of

their unquestionable Indianness.

The struggle for linguistic recognition is a central plotline in C(t). The fight to have the Nepali language included in the Eighth
Schedule of the Indian Constitution was a major mobilizing point for the community. Its eventual inclusion in 1992 was a hard-
won victory, a recognition by the Indian Union of the language's legitimacy and antiquity. Therefore, any perceived attack on
the language is treated as an attack on the community's very soul. The 2017 language imposition controversy was a massive
positive input into C(t), instantly galvanizing the population. It was interpreted not as an educational policy but as a civilizational
threat, an attempt to erase their cultural identity and assimilate them into a Bengali mainstream. This cultural insecurity is
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constantly reinforced by smaller symbols: the dominance of Bengali signboards in government offices in the hills, the perception
that state cultural funds are disproportionately directed towards Bengali projects, and a lack of representation in the state's cultural

narrative.

Furthermore, the Gorkhaland movement is a project of cultural reclamation. It seeks to resolve the "Indian Gorkha" dilemma by
carving out a political space where their culture is not a minority artifact but the majority norm. It is about creating a homeland
where their history is the official history, their language the official language, and their festivals the state festivals. The work of
anthropologists like Townsend Middleton in "The Demands of Recognition" (2015) brilliantly explores this politics of culture.
He argues that the Gorkhaland movement is a performative act of citizenship, where Gorkhas must constantly prove their
"Indianness" through cultural displays and patriotic rhetoric to justify their demand for a state. The movement itself becomes a
vehicle for producing and reinforcing a pan-Gorkha cultural identity that can stand as a unified front against the perceived cultural
hegemony of Bengal. Every cultural slight, real or perceived, adds to the integral C(t), feeding the conviction that cultural survival

is inextricably linked to political sovereignty.
V. THE INTEGRAL IN ACTION: SUMMATION AND RESONANCE OVER TIME

The power of the equation M = [ [1(t) + E(t) + C(t)] dt is that it models how these variables interact and summate over time.
The movement is not the result of one factor alone. For example, the violent agitation of the 1980s cannot be explained solely
by identity politics (I). It was catalyzed by a severe economic crisis in the tea plantations (E) and a growing cultural anxiety
about the community's status (C). Similarly, the 2017 agitation was triggered by a cultural provocation (C), but it resonated so
deeply because it landed on the fertile ground of decades of economic neglect (E) and political alienation (I).

The integral also explains the movement's cyclical nature. Temporary solutions like the DGHC or GTA provide a momentary
dip in the curve by addressing a sliver of the autonomy demand (I). However, because they fail to fundamentally alter the
economic structure (E) or alleviate the cultural anxieties (C), the underlying functions continue to generate positive values. The
grievance continues to accumulate. The integral keeps growing. A new generation, inheriting this accumulated historical burden
and facing even worse employment prospects (E), finds itself easily mobilized by the same identity symbols (I) and cultural
rhetoric (C) that moved their parents. The movement's memory is long, and its energy is renewable because the sources of its
power—identity, economy, and culture—remain actively managed by the state in ways that the Gorkha people experience as

neglectful, exploitative, and hegemonic.
VI. CONCLUSION: THE INDIVISIBLE EQUATION AND THE PATH TO RESOLUTION

The demand for Gorkhaland is a complex, persistent, and deeply felt political aspiration that defies simple solutions. Viewing it
through the lens of M = [ [I(t) + E(t) + C(t)] dt allows for a more nuanced understanding than simplistic ethnic binaries. It
reveals a movement that is the accumulated historical product of intertwined struggles for dignity, opportunity, and recognition.
The identity (I), economic (E), and cultural (C) variables are inseparable; they feed into and reinforce each other, creating a

whole that is greater than the sum of its parts.

This analysis suggests that any lasting solution must address all three components of the integral simultaneously. A purely
political arrangement that offers autonomy without a concrete plan for economic development and cultural security will fail, as
the histories of the DGHC and GTA attest. Conversely, injecting economic packages into the hills without addressing the
fundamental power imbalance and the desire for self-determination will be dismissed as appeasement. The resolution requires a
courageous political dialogue that acknowledges the historical depth of these grievances. It must grapple with the core identity
question, grant substantive control over local resources and economy, and legally guarantee the protection and promotion of the
Gorkha cultural and linguistic heritage. Until the Indian state finds a way to halt, and perhaps even reverse, the accumulation of
grievance in all three variables, the integral M will continue to grow, ensuring that the demand for Gorkhaland remains a potent
and enduring force in the political landscape of Eastern India. The equation remains unsolved, its variables still actively

generating the energy that fuels the dream of a separate state.

VII. REFERENCES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Wwww.ijsssr.com Page 7


http://www.ijsssr.com/

[Vol-3, Issue-4, January-March 2026]

International Journal of Science and Social Science Research [IJSSSR] ISSN: 2583-7877

The analysis presented draws upon a body of scholarly work that has examined the Gorkhaland movement from historical,
political, economic, and anthropological perspectives. The historical narrative of distinctness and the initial political demands
are detailed in the work of scholars like Mahendra P. Lama in his various essays and reports on the region's development,
particularly his early work "Gorkhaland Movement: Quest for an Identity" which outlines the historical foundations of the
identity variable I(t). The political evolution of the movement, including the roles of the GNLF and GJM, is chronicled in
numerous political analyses, including those by Swatahsiddha Sarkar in journals like Economic and Political Weekly, which
track the failures of the DGHC and GTA to address core grievances.

The economic variable E(t) is powerfully explicated in the work of anthropologist Sarah Besky in her book "The Darjeeling
Distinction: Labor and Justice on Fair-Trade Tea Plantations in India" (2013), which provides a deep ethnographic account of
the persistent colonial structures within the tea industry and the economic precarity of the workers. This is supplemented by
economic reports from organizations like the Centre for Development and Peace Studies, Guwahati, which have published field
reports on the economic stagnation and revenue drainage in the Darjeeling hills. The socio-economic structure of the plantation
system is further analyzed by sociologists like Sarit K. Chaudhuri in edited volumes such as "The Scheduled Tribes of India"

which discuss the tribal communities within the plantation economy.

The cultural variable C(t) and its profound connection to the politics of identity and recognition is the central focus of Townsend
Middleton's seminal anthropological work "The Demands of Recognition: State Anthropology and Ethnopolitics in Darjeeling"
(2015). Middleton's fieldwork brilliantly captures the performative aspect of Gorkha identity and the community's struggle to
prove its Indian nationality through cultural means. The critical issue of language and the 2017 agitation is analyzed in
contemporary journalistic accounts and editorials in publications like The Hindu and The Indian Express, which documented the
visceral reaction to the state's language policy. Furthermore, the historical struggle for the Nepali language's inclusion in the
Eighth Schedule is a well-documented chapter in the community's history, covered in texts on Indian language politics and the
history of the Darjeeling region. This multidisciplinary scholarship collectively provides the evidence for the tripartite model of
grievance presented in the article.
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