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Abstract—This study explores the historical significance of the colonial-era brick building located in Maina, Patharkandi,
Assam, which has largely remained unexplored in existing literature. The research aims to uncover the building's architectural
features, its role during the colonial period, and its impact on the local community. Drawing on secondary sources, including
historical texts, existing studies on colonial architecture, and regional histories, this paper seeks to provide a nuanced
understanding of how such structures reflect the socio-political dynamics of their time. Preliminary findings suggest that the
building served as a significant site for administrative activities, while its unique architectural style highlights the colonial
influences present in Assam. Ultimately, this research underscores the need for preservation efforts, reinforcing the importance
of safeguarding Assam's historical heritage for future generations.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The colonial era in India left an indelible mark on its architecture, shaping urban landscapes and influencing local communities.
Among the lesser-known yet significant remnants of this period are the colonial-era brick building located in Maina, Patharkandi,
Assam. This structure stands as a testament to the historical narrative of Assam during British rule, reflecting both the
architectural styles of the time and the socio-political dynamics that characterized the region. The building's historical
significance extends beyond its physical presence; it encapsulates the essence of colonial governance and its impact on local
society. As colonial authorities established administrative frameworks in remote areas like Patharkandi, structures like this one
became vital hubs of activity, shaping the interactions between the British rulers and the indigenous population. These buildings
often served dual purposes, acting not only as administrative offices but also as symbols of power and authority, influencing
local governance and community relations.

Despite its importance, the historical narrative surrounding the Maina brick building has largely remained unexplored, leaving a
gap in the scholarship on colonial architecture in Assam. Previous studies have focused on more prominent sites, neglecting the
stories of smaller, yet equally significant, structures that embody the colonial legacy in regional contexts (Khan, 2010; Saikia,
2015). This research aims to bridge that gap by uncovering the hidden history of the Maina building through an exploration of
its architectural features, historical context, and cultural implications.

Through a comprehensive analysis of existing literature and historical records, this paper will highlight the building's role in the
colonial administrative landscape, its architectural significance, and its contemporary relevance within the community. By doing
so, it seeks to contribute to the broader understanding of Assam's colonial heritage and emphasize the importance of preserving
such historical sites for future generations.

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The architectural heritage of colonial India has been a subject of considerable scholarly interest, highlighting the interplay
between colonial power dynamics and local culture. Scholars like Khan (2010) have explored the broader implications of
colonial architecture in Assam, noting how structures served not only functional roles but also acted as symbols of British
authority and control. These buildings, often characterized by their unique architectural styles, reflect a complex layering of
influences, including indigenous design elements and Western architectural practices.

Saikia (2015) examines the cultural landscapes of Assam, emphasizing the importance of preserving historical sites as tangible

links to the past. This work underscores the necessity of understanding the historical context in which these buildings were
constructed, as well as their subsequent roles within local communities. Saikia's analysis suggests that colonial buildings are
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critical in understanding the socio-political history of the region, particularly in how they have shaped cultural identities over
time.

Additionally, Brahma (2018) delves into the colonial administrative structures in Assam, discussing how these buildings
facilitated governance and administration during the British Raj. This study provides a framework for examining the specific
functions of colonial-era buildings in regional contexts, contributing to a deeper understanding of their significance beyond mere
architecture.

I11. OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

The study will proceed keeping in view the following objective:

1) To examine Architectural significance?
2) To investigate historical role?

3) To assess cultural impact and preservation challenges?
IV. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The methodology employed in this research is analytical, using both primary and secondary sources.

e Primary Sources: Books, e-books, and historical texts directly related to colonial architecture and governance in Assam
are examined to provide foundational context.

e Secondary Sources: Creative writings, academic articles, journals, and newspaper reports are reviewed to gather
additional insights into the cultural and historical significance of the Maina colonial-era building in Patharkandi.

V. DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS

V.I. ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Maina colonial-era brick building in Patharkandi represents a unique blend of British architectural style with localized
construction techniques. It features the distinctive characteristics of colonial architecture seen in administrative buildings across
Assam, such as large verandas, high ceilings, and brick masonry, which were designed to withstand the regional climate. The
use of locally available materials, combined with European design elements, reflects the adaptation of colonial architecture to
Indian conditions.

Although similar to other colonial structures in Assam, what makes the Maina building particularly significant is its connection
to local governance and its long-standing presence as a symbol of authority in the region. Architectural historian Khan (2010)
noted that many colonial buildings in rural areas served dual purposes: as administrative hubs and as symbols of British control,
helping to project colonial power over local populations. The Maina building likely played such a role in Patharkandi, acting as
both an administrative centre and a representation of British influence in the area.

V.II. HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND ROLE

The building’s construction during the late 19th or early 20th century coincided with a period of significant administrative
expansion in Assam. During the British Raj, Assam was integrated into the larger colonial administrative framework, and
buildings like the one in Maina were central to the establishment of governance in rural areas. These structures were often the
first point of contact between the local population and the colonial authorities, functioning as administrative offices or courts,
and in some cases, residences for British officials.

Brahma (2018) emphasizes the importance of these colonial buildings in shaping local governance, as they were more than just
architectural feats; they were strategic locations for enforcing colonial policies, tax collection, and dispute resolution. In
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Patharkandi, the Maina building may have served similar purposes, influenced the local socio-political landscape and acted as a
site of interaction between the colonizers and the local population.

V.111. CULTURAL IMPACT AND COLLECTIVE MEMORY

Over time, the building has come to hold significant cultural value for the community. It is not merely a relic of colonial rule but
a part of Patharkandi's living history. Buildings of this nature often become embedded in the collective memory of local
populations, serving as physical reminders of the past. In many cases, such structures symbolize resilience and adaptation, as
communities repurpose them over time to suit new cultural and social needs.

The building’s influence on the cultural identity of the local people is subtle yet profound. As Saikia (2015) points out, colonial
buildings in Assam, once symbols of foreign dominance, often become absorbed into the cultural fabric of the region, reflecting
a blend of colonial and indigenous heritage. In the case of the Maina building, it may now serve as a landmark or even a source
of local pride, representing both the history of Patharkandi and its development through colonial and post-colonial periods.

V.IV. PRESERVATION AND CHALLENGES

Currently, one of the major concerns surrounding the Maina building is its preservation. Many colonial structures in Assam face
deterioration due to lack of maintenance, changes in land use, and urban development. As an important piece of local heritage,
the Maina building requires active efforts for preservation, not only to safeguard its physical structure but also to maintain its
historical and cultural significance.

Preservation efforts face several challenges. First, there is often limited funding and institutional support for conserving colonial-
era buildings in less prominent areas like Patharkandi. Second, many such buildings are either privately owned or repurposed
for different functions, which can hinder conservation efforts. Finally, a lack of awareness about the historical importance of
these structures can lead to neglect. It is crucial that both governmental and non-governmental bodies recognize the significance
of preserving these architectural relics to ensure that future generations can appreciate their historical value.

VI. CONCLUSION

The Maina colonial-era building in Patharkandi serves as a significant testament to the architectural and historical narrative of
Assam during the British Raj. This research highlights the building’s unique architectural features, which blend colonial styles
with local materials, reflecting the adaptability and cultural exchange that characterized the region during this period.

As explored in the discussion, the Maina building played a crucial role in the administration and governance of Patharkandi,
acting as a hub for local administration and a symbol of British authority. Its function as an administrative centre underscored
the importance of such structures in maintaining colonial power dynamics and shaping the local socio-political landscape.

Furthermore, the cultural impact of the Maina building extends beyond its initial purpose, as it has become embedded in the
collective memory of the community. Today, it stands not only as a relic of colonial rule but also as a cherished landmark
representing the history and resilience of the people of Patharkandi. The transformation of the building's significance from a
colonial structure to a symbol of local heritage emphasizes the complex relationship between history and memory, as articulated
by Saikia (2015) and others.

Despite its importance, the Maina building faces preservation challenges that threaten its survival. As the discussion indicates,
proactive measures are necessary to ensure that this architectural heritage is maintained for future generations. Engaging local
communities in preservation efforts, raising awareness, and leveraging government and NGO resources are critical steps in
safeguarding this historical site.

In conclusion, the Maina colonial-era building is not just a structure of bricks and mortar; it embodies the historical, cultural,
and social narratives of Patharkandi. Continued research and preservation efforts are essential to honour and sustain its legacy,
providing valuable insights into the historical trajectory of Assam and contributing to a richer understanding of India's colonial
past.
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